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HOT NEWS:  
VITA puts $$ into the hands of Families in Our Community! 
Volunteer to help low income residents get free tax preparation services. Many low 
income residents are not required to prepare taxes; however, they are eligible for 
Earned Income Tax Credits. Volunteers are trained (IRS Certification) to help 
individuals prepare taxes and keep that money in Nevada. In just one Washoe 
County zip code last year, the program brought in $133,683.00 into the hands of 
local families. In Northern Nevada, the program brought in $2,958,771.00 back into 
Nevada.  More information is available online at www.nevadavolunteers.org or call 
the United Way at 2-1-1.  
 
 

 
Food for thought: 
Following or Impacted by the Caughlin or Washoe Fires?  
On January 24, 2012 the Chairman Larkin echoed Commission sentiments when he honored the over 36 fire agencies 
and 400 fire fighters who battled the Washoe Fire Blaze. This followed a presentation to multiple agencies in January who 
were on the front lines of the Caughlin Fire just this last November. The Washoe and Caughlin fires jointly burned more 
than 5,123 acres and 77 structures including many family homes in our communities. The tragic incidents are a stark 
reminder of the dangers of living in wildfire country. The dynamic nature of a fire and the location of many of our homes 
along the wildland urban interface further intensify fire fighting and public safety efforts.  
 
The emergency response in our community comes from our public safety first responders, public servants ranging from 
wild land response teams, infrastructure engineers and public works teams, to mapping and technology experts, 
volunteers and education specialists, to the business community and local non profits.  One of most important tools 
available is prevention and preparation. The University of Nevada, Reno Cooperative Extension -- Living with Fire 
Program offers residents free educational information on how to “Be Ember Prepared”.  The program outlines the steps 
necessary to protect your home in case of a wildfire.  This can make the difference between a home that is standing after 
a wildfire and one that is destroyed.  The team immediately responded after both emergency wildfires to help 
homeowners in need. To prepare ahead and help prevent a disaster, representatives have free education materials and 
can attend local meetings to provide additional information and answer questions.  For more information on the program, 
please visit www.livingwithfire.org  
 
Sometimes tragic events occur without a lot of warning. Help your family escape a disaster and recover more quickly by 
planning ahead. Make A Plan, Assemble A Kit and Stay Informed with ReadyWashoe.com.  The site provides information 
on what you will need to quickly escape and recover from a natural disaster.  In addition, you can sign up for email, text 
and alternate phone alerts that emergency personnel can use to contact you in the event of an emergency. This is 
especially important if you don’t have a land phone line at your home.  
 
Our hearts go out to those who were directly impacted by the tragic events.  The 2-1-1 call center can help provide 
support to those in need in our community.  In addition, Sheriff teams are in direct contact with those who were most 
affected during the recent event. Please help us by sharing information with your friends, family and co-workers on how 
they can be prepared in an emergency and support those who are rebuilding during this trying time.  
 
Washoe County Board of County Commissioners:  www.washoecounty.us/bcc 
Washoe Fire Response Team Honored January 13, 2012:  At the January 24, 2012 Board of County Commissioners, 
Chairman Larkin acknowledged the losses sustained in our community during the January 19, 2012 Washoe Fire and 
thanked our local emergency responders. The sentiments were shared by all of the Commissioners.  The fire started in 
the Washoe Valley area burned more than 3,177 acres and destroyed 29 structures and impacted others.  The fire was a 
second devastating fire in just a few months.  The quick and collaborative response by multiple jurisdictions (with peak of 
700+ professionals on site) saved more than 800 homes and countless lives.  For more information on the Washoe Fire, 
please visit http://www.washoecounty.us/index/emergency.html  
 



Commission Board Appointments:  The Washoe County Board of County Commissioners updated County Elected Official 
representatives to local boards including the Joint Fire Advisory Board, Truckee Meadows Water Authority and the 
Regional Transportation Commission. To view a complete listing of board appointments please visit the individual 
commissioner pages located on http://www.washoecounty.us/bcc/bios.html  
 
$100,000 Donation to Local Libraries:  At the January 24, 2012 Board of County Commissioners meeting, the Friends of 
the Washoe County Library provided a $100,000 donation to our local library system.  The donation honors a year of 
fundraising efforts by the group through book sales, special events and fundraising efforts. The funds go toward materials 
and technology among other efforts in our library system. Last year, donations went towards 1,300 audio, visual and 
books on CD for our libraries.  
 
Budget Freeze:  The Washoe County Board of Commissioners approved in a four to one vote (Jung dissenting) to expand 
a hiring freeze that will help close the County's remaining $6.8 million dollar budget gap for the 2011-2012 budget year. 
The freeze would be subject to exceptions as approved by the County Manager or the Commissioners. The County's 
fiscal year 2011-12 budget included $11.6 million in labor cost reductions. Voluntary labor concessions by some labor 
groups to date totaled $4.8 million, bringing the remaining needed reduction to $6.8 million. The County's original budget 
shortfall was $33.5 million.  For more information on budget issues, please visit 
http://www.washoecounty.us/finance/budget_summary.html  
 
Board of County Commissioners Meetings:  The Washoe County Board of County Commissioners meets on the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month beginning at 10 a.m.  The meetings are held at the Washoe County Administration 
Building, Building A, Chambers. Items of interest to the community include discussion on budget issues, regional 
planning, fire issues and development code changes. The agendas are available online at www.washoecounty.us/bcc.  
 
Washoe County Library: www.washoecountylibrary.us 
Holiday Closures: All Washoe County Libraries will be closed Monday February 20, 2012 in observance of Presidents’ 
Day. 
 
Free Multi-Cultural Programs: Pioneer Center Youth Program artists have provided Washoe County Library System 
audiences high caliber, professional, entertaining as well as educational performances for over eleven years.  Starting in 
February, the programs will start again! Washoe County Libraries will host free multi-cultural and entertaining programs 
from several regional performers.  This year Gboze (pronounced bozay) will offer African drumming and dancing, while 
the Platt Brothers will bring their outrageous acrobatics and humor to the stage.  StorySongs, with photographer Mark 
Vollmer and Musician Jim Eaglesmith, will take the audience on an evocative journey of this region through songs and 
images, and Larry Wilson will mystify audiences with magical feats.   The programs begin in early February and run 
through May 2012.  For details on dates, times and locations, please check out the calendar of events located in any 
library branch or visit our website at 
www.washoecountylibrary.us.   
 
New Catalog System:  Washoe County Library System 
makes a move to the new catalog system, Koha, in order 
to improve catalog features for the public while also 
realizing significant cost savings.  Set sail with Koha. 

 
 
 
 
It’s Easy to Donate Through Amazon.com: Washoe County Library makes it easy to donate books through Amazon.com.  
In three steps, wishes can come true.   
        

• Visit our wish list on Amazon.com –link is available at www.washoecountylibrary.us  
• Purchase one or more books from our list 
• Amazon will ship them directly to us 

Thank you for all your support! 
  
 
Washoe County Regional Parks and Open Space:  www.washoecounty.us/parks  
Master Gardeners Comes to Bartley Ranch:  Master Gardeners offer 8-weeks of gardening classes at Bartley Ranch 
Regional Park. Master Gardeners provide expert advice on gardening in northern Nevada during a series of free classes 
offered every Tuesday evening during February and March in the Western Heritage Interpretive Center at Bartley Ranch 



Regional Park.  Gardening in Nevada is a series of eight classes aimed at helping the local gardener achieve success 
with a range of local gardening topics such as healthy fruit trees, bountiful vegetables and beautiful landscapes.  The 
series is co-sponsored by University of Nevada Cooperative Extension and Washoe County’s Department of Regional 
Parks and Open Space. During the first class on February 7, Master Gardener Michael Janik will discuss training and 
pruning fruit trees. For more information, call University of Nevada Cooperative Extension, 784-4848.  
 
Washoe County Public Guardian’s Office:  www.washoecounty.us/guardian 
Companionship Volunteers Needed:  The Public Guardian’s Office is looking for Companionship Volunteers to provide 
visitation and companionship to wards of Washoe County. Wards are people under the care of the Public Guardian who 
are unable to manage their own affairs. Volunteers need to be genuinely interested in working with elderly and/or disabled 
individuals. Patience and a positive attitude are required. Experience interacting with individuals who have dementia and 
other types of cognitive deficits would be beneficial. Companionship Volunteers will be trained for their duties by the 
Public Guardian staff.  For more information, please call (775) 674-8800.  
 
Washoe County Technology Services:  www.washoecounty.us/technology  
System Board Management Improvements: The Managers Office and Technology Services have been working on a 
project to automate the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) agenda creation process.  Staff has been testing and 
working with Agenda.Net the product for automating sign offs on agendas and improving the agenda posting process. 
Implementation has already begun.  This is one component in the Fundamental Review, a strategic realignment of 
community services in order to meet citizen needs with reduced resources. Other recommendations in progress include 
combining staff resources to create one division to support community development, public works, building and safety, 
parks and library services.   
 
Stay in tune with events and issues affecting your community.  Sign up for Washoe County cMail at 
www.washoecounty.us/cMail.  Quick updates include information Truckee Meadows Fire, public safety 
information, upcoming meetings and more.  


